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BLOFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


EEPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Keaith  for  the  year  1909. 


To  the  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the 

Blofield  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary- 
condition  of  your  District  for  the  year  1909. 


Population. 

Excluding  the  County  Asj^lum  with  a population  of  about  1000, 
and  basing  my  calculations  on  the  average  annual  decrease  during 
the  decennial  period  1892  - 1901,  I estimate  the  population  in 
the  middle  of  the  year  1909  to  be  10,688. 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  during  the  jQajr  was-  263 giving  a birth- 
rate of  24  per  1000  population.  This  is  a low  birth-rate,  but 
it  is  about  the  average  in  the  District  for  the  last  ten  years. 

The  unsatisfactory  birth-rate,  and  the  decrease  in  population 
which  accompa-nies  it  is  fully  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  depression 
in  rural  industries.  It  is  the  young  men  and  young  women  of 
marriageable  age  who  are  leaving  country  villages  for  the  towns 
and  the  colonies,  and  the ^ returns  of  the  coming  census  are  likely 
to  shew  a high  average  which  is  not  to  be  explained  altogether 
by  the  longevity  of  the  inhabitants. 

Deaths  . 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  136,  which  gives  the  very 
satisfactory  death-rate  for  a rural  district  of  12.7. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Thirty  one  deaths  of  Infants  of  under  one  year  are  recorded, 
which  gives  an  infantile  mortality  of  117  per  1000  births.  This 
though  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  is  above  the  average  for  the 
preceding  ten  years.  Table  V gives  in  detail  the  causes  of  death 
of  these  thirty  one  infants.  It  v^ill  be  seen  from  this  Table 
that  no  deaths  were  due  to  infectious  disease  and  that  only  one 
death  was  attributed  to  diarrhoea.  As  this  death  was  registered 
in  the  month  of  ^;^ay  it  is  not  to  be  classed  with  those  deaths 
which  are  often  due  to  epidemic  diarrhoea  v/hich  occur  in  the 
Autumn  in  insanitary  areas.  Seven  deaths,  a rather  large  propor- 
tion, were  due  to  premature  birth,  which  points  to  unfavourable 
pre-natal  conditions,  A still  larger  proportion,  namely  nine, 
are  classed  in  the  group  comprising  "atrophy,  debility  and 
marasmus'-  that  is  the  undefined  wasting  diseases  of  infancy. 

Among  these  a.re  to  be  fo-und  the  preventible  deaths  brought  about 
through  the  ignorance  of  mothers  in  the  proper  care  of  infants.  , . 
The  number  of  deaths  under  this  heading  will  no  doubt  diminish 
as  the  medical  diagnosis  of  the  diseases  of  infancy  becomes  more 
accurate  and  parents  of  the  working  class  become  better  educated 
in  the  care  of  infants. 

)ld  Age  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  persons  over  65  years  numbered  64,  which  gives  a 
percentage  of  47  of  the  total  deaths  at  all  ages. 
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Cases  notified  - 51.  Rate  per  1000  population  (including  Asylum)4.3 
Zymotic  death-rate  - (seven  diseases)  .51 


Notified  Infectious  Disease  1909. 

Locality 

Enteric 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet 

Pever 

Erysipelas 

Totals. 

Acle 

1 

1 

Asylum 

1 

1 

Slof ield 

5 

5 

Brundall 

1 

1 

Preethorpe 

1 

1 

2 

Gt  .Plumstead 

1 

1 

Hal ver gate 

1 

1 

Houlton 

1 

1 

Postwick 

1 

1 

Sth  Walsham 

1 

1 

Thorpe 

9 

23 

32 

Woodbastv/ick 

4 

4 

Totals 

1 

13 

34 

3 

51 

Prom  the  above  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  total  51 
notifications  of  infectious  disease  32  were  received  from  the 
parish  of  Thorpe  St. Andrew.  The  rest  of  the  District  ?/as  remark- 

ably free  from  infectious  disease,  and  with  the  exception  of  one 
deat^j  from  Erysipelas  in  the  County  Asylum,  there  were  no  fatal 
cases. 

•interic  Pever. 

One  case  cf  enteric  fever  was  notified  from  the  County  Asylum. 
With  this  exception  the  District  was  entirely  free  from  this  disease. 

Diphtheria. 

Of  the  total  of  thirteen  cases,  three  were  notified  from  the 
parishes  of  Acle,  Preethorpe  and  Gt.  Plumstead,  and  the  disease 
was  limited  to  the  primary  case.  The  remaining  ten  were  all 
connected  with  Thorpe  St.  Andrew,  as  the  child  living  in  the  ad- 
joining parish  of  Postwick  attended  the  Thorpe  School.  These 
ten  cases  therefore,  call  for  examination.  There  had  been  no 

diphtheria  in  Thorpe  in  the  previous  year.  As  to  time,  the 

cases  were  spread  over  a lengthened  period.  The  first  was 
notified  in  January j the  village  was  then  free  till  June  when 
four  cases  occurred  in  a family,  the  children  of  which  did  not 
attend  the  village  school.  In  September  a child  who  liad  attended 
school  was  discovered  by  bacteriological  examination  during  con- 
valescence, to  be  suffering  from  diphtheria.  The  remaining  four 
cases  were  notified  in  the  month  of  ITovember  and  were  undoubtedly 
school  cases,  the  infection  being  probably  derived  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  from  the  case  notified  in  September.  The  diagnosis 
was  confirmed  in  each  instance  by  bacteriological  examination. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  Dr.  Claridge  for  the  exam- 
ination of  swabs  taken  by  medical  men  practising  in  the  District 
when  it  is  considered  desirable  to  confirm  a diagnosis.  Swabs 
are  also  taxen  from  children  of  school  age  during  convalescence 
to  ensure  that  no  child  shall  return  to  school  until  shewn  by 
bacteriological  examination  to  be  free  from  infection;  a small 
fee  being  paid  in  each  case  to  the  medical  man  taking  the  swab. 

To  still  further  prevent  the  spread  of  the  infection  of  diphtheria 
prophylactic  injections  of  anti-toxln  are  freely  given,  on  my 
recommendation,  at  the  cost  of  the  Council,  by  the  doctor  attend- 
ing the  case . 


The  success  attending  this  course  of  action  is,  I think, 
well  borne  out  by  the  history  of  the  incidence  of  the  disease  in 
the  District  during  the  past  year,  but  perhaps  an  account  of  a 
single  example  will  render  this  still  more  evident.  On  Aug.  27t>: 
a child  aged  4 years  was  notified  from  Dreethorpe  as  suffering 
from  diphtheria.  The  fatnlly  consisted  of  the  man,  his  wife  and 
six  children  aged  12,  11,  6,  4,  3,  and  2 years.  The  sick  child 
was  isolated  in  a small  back  bedroom  over  the  door  of  which  was 
hung  a carbolic  sheet.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  bacter- 
iological examination,  a large  number  of  diphtheria  bacilli 
being  found  present.  Prophylactic  injections  of  anti-toxin  were 
given  to  the  other  five  children.  On  the  29th  of  Sept,  another 
swab  was  sent  for  examination  in  which  a few  bacilli  of  diphtheria 
were  found.  On  the  13th  of  Oct.  a third  sv/ab  was  examined  ahd 
reported  to  be  free.  The  sira,ll  bedroom  which  had  been  occupied 
by  the  sick  child  was  then  fumigated  with  Pormic  Aldehyde  vapour 
and  the  floor  washed  with  Jeye's  fluid.  The  rest  of  the  family, 
after  a short  interval  were  allowed  to  return  to  school.  Although 
the  cottage  was  small  and  overcrow^ded  by  a large  family,  the  pre- 
cautions taken  proved  effectual  in  limiting  the  infection  to  the 
child  originally  attacked. 

Scarlet  Pever. 

Although  scarlet  fever  has  been  prevalent  and  as  many  a.s 
thirty  four  cases  notified,  the  disease  has  not  been  of  a severe 
typ.e , and  no  fatal  cases  have  occurred. 

In  Thorpe  St./mdrew  scarlet  fever  had  broken  out  at  the  end 
of  the  previous  year,  and  during  January  of  1909  thirteen  cases 
were  notified.  The  school  w^as  closed  from  Jan.  21st  to  '-larch  1st 
but  cases  continued  to  crop  up  at  intervals  until  the  middle  of 
the  Summer.  The  t'fge  of  disease  being  so  exceedingly  mild  it 
is  likely  that  infection  was  being  spread  by  unrecognised  cases. 

The  small  outbreak  on  the  llorth  side  of  Blofield,  numbering 
only  five  cases  v/as  also  a legacy  from  the  previous  year. 

In  Woodbastwick  four  cases  ivere  notified  in  the  Autumn. 

Every  possible  precaution,  including  the  closure  of  the  school, 
was  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  with  good 
results. 


Measle  s . 

This  disease  was  prevalent  in  many  parishes  during  the  year 
and  necessitated  the  closure  of  schools  at  Blofield,  Hemblington, 
Little  Plvcnstead  and  Upton.  Three  deaths  were  registered  as  due 
to  measles  - all  of  children  under  five  years. 

Whooping  Cougii. 

Only  one  death  was  certified  to  be  due  to  whooping  cough, 
and  the  District  was  comparatively  free  from  this  disease  which 
commonly  contributes  largely  to  the  tale  of  deaths  among  young 
children.  Epidemics  occurred  in  Limpenhoe  and  Woodbastwick. 

Tuberculosis ■ 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Phthisis  numbered  nine  (excluding 
Asylum),  which  gives  a phthisis  death-rate  of  .84  per  1000  popu- 
lation. There  were  also  registered  two  deaths  from  other  tuber- 
cular diseases,  bringing  the  total  to  eleven  and  showing  a 
tubercular  death-rate  of  1.02. 

Pour  cases  of  ’’Poor  Persons”  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis have  been  notified  to  me  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908.  In  each 
case  I have  visited  the  patient  and  given  such  advice  as  appeared 
necessary.  A spitting  cup  with  a supply  of  paper  linings  or  a 
Crossly  pocxet  spitting  flask  ha.s  been  provided  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  patient.  One  case  has  terminated  in  death, 
and  the  room  occupied  by  the  patient  has  been  thoroughly  dis- 
infected by  the  Inspector, 
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It  will  be  gathered  that  while  the  recommendations  contained 
in  the  memorandum  issued  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  been  carried  out  as  far  as  possible,  the 
number  of  cases  brought  within  the  scope  of  the  Begulations  is 
too  small  to  produce  any  appreciable  effect  on  the  spread  of 
tuberculosis  in  the  District. 

Cancer . 

Five  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  malignant  disease. 

This  gives  a Cancer  death-rate  of  only  .46  which  compares  favour- 
ably with  the  rate  for  the  whole  County,  which  in  1908  stood 
at  1.12. 

Vacc inatlon. 

In  the  Blofield  Sub-District. 


Primary  vaccinations 78 

Exempted  under  Conscience  Clause  ....  21 

Summonses 0 


Re -vacc inatlon  by  Public  Vaccinator  ....  1 

In  the  South  Walsham  Sub-District. 


Primary  vaccinations 94 

Exempted  under  Conscience  Clause  22 

Summonses  0 


Re-vaccinations  by  Public  Vaccinator  ...  0 

Humber  of  children  exempted  under  Conscience  Clause, 
in  the  last  eight  years. 


1902  ....  9 1906  17 

1903  ....  4 1907  13 

1904  ....  6 1908  39  (form  Q.  ) 

1905  ....  6 1909  43 


The  year  1909  therefore  constitutes  a record  for  the  number 
of  unvaccinated  children  in  the  District,  and  it  may  be  safely 
predicted  that  this  record  will  be  beaten  in  each  succeeding  year 
until  the  District  reaches  the  unprotected  state  now  enjoyed  by 
many  Urban  Districts.  The  marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
exemptions  in  the  last  tv/o  years  is  without  doubt  due  to  the  issue 
of  "Form  (i."  and  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  sudden  awakening 
of  the  drowsy  consciences  of  rural  parents  to  the  enormities  of 
vaccination. 

It  IS  ray  principal  duty,  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
to  draw  attention  to  the  v/eak  points  in  the  defence  of  the  Dis- 
trict against  infectious  disease*,  but  I am  painfully  sensible  of 
the  hopelessness .of  attempting  to  arouse  public  attention  to  the 
importance  of  vaccination  until  an  invasion  of  Smallpox  has 
actually  taken  place. 

Isolation. 

This  subject  was  very  fully  considered  in  my  Annual  Report 
for  1908  and  the  history  of  infectious  disease  in  the  District 
during  the  past  year  does  not  lead  me  to  alter  my  views. 
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Sanitary  Condition  of  the  District 


Much  useful  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Inspector 
during  the  year,  especially  in  connection  with  the  additions  to 
the  Register  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  the  sanitary  condition 
of  cottages  is  described  in  detail.  In  addition  to  the  abate- 
ment of  nuisances  caused  by  collections  of  filth,  many  nuisances 
have  been  dealt  with  which  necessitated  structural  alterations 
resulting  in  the  permanent  improvement  of  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  District. 

Water  Supply. 

The  general  character  of  the  supply  has  been  described  in 
my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1908,  and  there  is,  of  course,  but 
little  alteration  in  this  from  year  to  year.  Two  new  wells  have 
been  sunk,  and  four  wells  have  been  cleaned  out  or  repaired. 

Privies  and  Ashpits^ 

During  the  year  fourteen  new  privies  have  been  built,  eleven 
of  which  v;ere  constructed  on  the  pail  system,  and  forty  two  bin 
privies  have  been  converted  to  the  pail  system. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I drew  attention  to  the  Model 
Plans,  of  pail  and  surface  bin  privies,  drawn  to  a scale,  by  the 
Inspector.  The  designs  of  these  privies  are  very  simple,  thor- 
oughly sound  in  principle  and  well  adapted  to  the  requirements 
of  the  District,  and  it  would  be  a great  convenience  if  the  plans 
were  adopted  by  the  Council  and  copies  printed  for  the  use  of 
property  owners  when  altering  old  privies  or  building  new  ones. 

Drainage . 

The  drainage  in  those  few  villages  which  possess  public 
drains  has  given  rise  to  no  trouble,  though  at  Preethorpe  the 
extension  of  the  pipes  at  the  out-fall  would  be  an  improvement. 

Plans  of  a scheme  of  drainage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the 
parish  of  Thorpe  St. Andrew  have  been  submitted  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  when  approved,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no 
time  will  be  lost  in  carrying  out  this  urgently  needed  and  long 
delayed  work. 

In  ray  report  for  1908  I drew  attention  to  the  large  number 
of  cesspools  which  in  recent  years  have  been  sunk  in  the  parish 
of  Brundall,  and  the  danger  to  health,  and  the  nuisances  to 
which  they  have  given  rise.  The  question  of  the  provision  of  a 
system  of  drainage  for  this  locality  was  discussed  by  the  Council 
and  referred  to  the  Parish  Council  of  Brundall  for  their  opinion. 

The  inhabitants  of  Brundall,  as  represented  by  their  Parish 
Council  appear  to  have  no  desire  to  alter  their  present  system 
of  sewage  disposal. 

The  following  is  a return  of  dwelling  houses  in  Brundall 
and  Braydeston  rated  at  the  values  indicated. 


Assessed  at 

Under  £5 

£5  to 
£10 

£10  to 
£20 

£2  0 - 
£30 

£30  - 
£40 

Over  £40 

Total 

Humber 

71 

2 

12 

18 

5 

18 

126 

Six  houses  assessed  at  over  £40  at  the  present  time  unoccupied  - 


Cottage  Accommodation. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act 
of  1909,  which  came  into  operation  on  Dec.  3rd  of  last  year,  much 
improvement  may  be  expected  in  the  near  future  in  the  cottage 
accommodation  of  the  District,  Part  III  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act  1890  becomes  operative  without  being  specially 
adopted,  and  additional  powers  have  been  granted  to  Rural  Dis- 
trict Councils  in  the  matter  of  closing  cottages  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  The  terms  on  which  money  may  be  borrowed  for  the 
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building  of  cottages  in  localities  where  cottage  accommodation 
is  inadequate  have  been  made  easier,  and  the  procedure  simplified, 
it  would  also  appear  that  should  a R-ux-al  District  Council  not 
exercise  the  pov/ers  granted  under  this  Act  pressure  will  be 
brought  to  bear  from  either  the  Local  Government  Board  or  the 
County  Council  to  encourage  action  being  taken. 


Under  Sect.  17  of  the  new. Act  it  is  the  duty  of  a Rural 
District  Council  "to  cause  to  be  made  from  time  to  time  an 
"inspection  of  their  District,  v;ith  a viev;  to  ascertain  whether 
"any  dwelling  house  therein  is  in  a state  so  dangerous  to  health 
"as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation."  An  inspection  of  this 
character  was  commenced  in  your  District  in  the  Autumn  of  1908 
and  there  are  already  records  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  305 
cottages  in  the  register.  Up  to  the  present  the  Inspector  has 
confined  his  attention  to  the  following  eleven  parishes,  the 
figures  attached  denoting  the  number  of  cottages  he  has  inspected 
in  each.  Blofield  37;  Burlingham  6;  Freethorpe  32;  Halver- 

gate  76;  Limpenhoe  14;  Moulton  5;  Gt.  Plumstead  11;  Ranworth 
and  Panxworth  13;  Reedham  70;  Upton  14;  South  Walsham  27;. 

The  information  concerning  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  cottages 
includes  (l)  tlie  number  of  living  and  sleeping  rooms  and  the 
number  of  inmates;  (2)  description  of  privy;  (3)  whether  garden 
or  not;  (4)  warer  supply;  and  (5)  drainage. 


With  the  view  of  estimating  the  extent  of  overcrowding  in 
the  305  cottages  already  inspected  I have  made  an  analysis  of  the 


sleeping  accommodation  in  those 
I find  that  - 

in  cottages  with  1 bedroom. 
" " 2 " 


which  have  six  or  more  inmates. 


1 is  occupied 

11  are  " 

7 " 

2 " 

3 " 

1 is  " 


oy 


6 

" 6 
" 7 
" 8 
" 9 
"11 


persons . 


in  cottages  with  3 bedrooms  11  are 


» n 2 " 

It  fs  2 " 

" " 1 is 

II  Cl  1 " 

" "3  are 

of  the  cottages  with  more  than  3 bedrooms 

H It 


l»  IT  5 II 

II  II  7 II 

n n 3 II 

n (!  g I* 

« "10  " 

n nil  " 

3 are  occupied  by  6 person 

II  II  7 


In  considering  the  above  figures  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  "two  bedrooms"  frequently  means  that  a not  ver3r  large  room 
has  been  divided  into  two  by  a wooden  partition,  or  that  one  of 
the  rooms  is  merely  a small  lean-to  chamber.  I three  bedroomed 
cottage  has  often  but  one  fair  sized  room  with  a lean-to  chamber 
divided  into  two.  It  w;ould  therefore  not  be  surprising  to  find 
among  these  fifty  one  cottages,  each  -with  more  than  six  inmates, 
several  cases  of  overcrowed ing . 

In  the  parish  of  Halvergate  the  inspection  of  cottages  has 
been  very  nearly  com.pleted,  the  register  containing  seventy 
six  records.  Among  these  are  to  be  found  - 


One 

cottage 

with 

one  bedroom 

and 

Six  inmates 

one 

n 

[1 

tVsTO 

If 

II 

six 

It 

one 

11 

H 

H 

It 

II 

seven 

II 

one 

11 

II 

II 

« 

H 

eight 

II 

tW’O 

1! 

n 

II 

II 

II 

nine 

II 

one 

II 

II 

U 

M 

n 

eleven 

M 

two 

It 

ti 

three 

IT 

n 

six 

II 

one 

H 

n 

II 

11 

eight 

II 

one 

If 

II 

II 

II 

11 

ten 

H 

one 

II 

II 

It 

II 

. It 

eleven 

II 

two 

" with  more  than 

three 

II  II 

seven 

II 

It  would  seem  from  this  evidence  of  overcrowded  dwellings 
that  the  cottage  acconmiodation  in  Halvergate  is  Insufficient  for 
the  requirements  of  the  working  classes,  but  more  extended  in- 
vestigation is  required  before  the  Council  would  be  justified  in 
taking  any  definite  action. 

Por  the  improvement  of  the  general  sanitary  condition  of 
the  cottages  in  the  District  I would  urge  that  full  advantage 
be  taken  of  Sect.  15  of  the  nev/  Act  which  deals  with  the  obliga- 
tion of  the  landlord  to  maintain  ‘‘in  all  respect  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation"  cottages  let  at  an  annual  rental  of  not 
exceeding  £16.  The  procedure  under  this  Section  of  the  Act  is 
exceedingly  simple,  and  if  the  Co^ancil  availed  themselves  of  the 
powers  which  it  confers  on  them,  much  useful  work  could  be  done 
in  a short  time. 

Supervised  Premises. 

I have  nothing  further  to  add  to  the  description  given  in 
former  Annual  Reports  of  the  registered  dairies  and  cowsheds  in 
the  District.  A report,  giving  a detailed  account  of  cov, ’sheds 
constructed  in  such  a w^ay  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  the  Bye- 
laws to  be  complied  with,  v/as  presented  in  the  course  of  the 
year  to  the  Council,  but  it  was  considered  wise  to  defer  taking 
action  in  view  of  expected  fresh  legislation  in  connection  with 
milk  supply. 

Slaughter  houses  and  bakehouses  have  been  inspected  and 
found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
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It  is  now  some  ten  years  since  this  parish  attracted  atten- 
tion as  a black  spot  in  the  District.  Great  attention  was  then 
paid  to  its  sanitary  deficiencies,  and  with  excellent  results. 

During  the  year  no  infectious  disease  has  been  notified 
from  this  parish. 

The  population  is  estimated  at  806.  There  v/ere  24  births 
and  but  8 deaths  registered  during  the  year,  so  that  the  village 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  a high  birth-rate  and  a low  death-rate. 

THORPE  ST.  ABDRSW. 

Population  Census  18S1  1,317  {without  Asylum) 

" " 1901  1,507  (without  Asylum) 

Average  Annual  rate  of  increase  19. 

Estimated  population  middle  of  1909  1670 

Births  29  Birth-rate  17.3 
Deaths  21  Death-rate  12.5 
Zymotic  death-rate  0 

Enteric  Eever. 

The  village  has  been  entirely  free  from  this  disease  during 
the  year . 

Scarlet  Eever. 

Twenty  three  cases  v/ere  notified  but  there  were  no  deaths. 
The  course  of  the  epidemic  has  been  described  earlier  in  this 
report. 

Diphtheria. 

Tliere  were  nine  cases  of  diphtheria  which  have  also  been 
noticed  above. 

Drainage 

The  main  difficulty  connected  with  the  proposed  drainage 
scheme  for  this  village  has  been  to  find  a suitable  site  for 
sewage  disposal  works.  This  difficulty  has  at  last  been  over- 
come and  a site  on  the  marsh,  far  from  any  dwelling  house  has 
been  secured  which  is  in  every  ¥ra,y  well  adapted  for  the  purpose 
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In  the  Autumn  of  last  year  I made  an  inspection  of  the 
methods  at  present  employed  for  the  disposal  of  sewage,  and  was 
much  impressed  v/ith  the  urgent  necessity  of  some  proper  system 
of  drainage.  A number  of  cesspools  were  found  which,  through 
overflowing,  were  the  cause  of  recurrent  nuisances  of  a very 
serious  character.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  will  be  as 
little  delay  as  possible  in  carrying  through  this  much  needed 
work. 

Scavenging. 

ITo  complaints  have  reached  me  with  reference  to  the  work 
of  tlie  scavenger. 

New  Buildings. 

Plans  for  two  new  houses,  and  also  three  plans  shewing 
alterations  to  existing  buildings  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Parochial  Committee  and  passed. 

PACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS  ACT  1901. 

A table  dealing  with  matters  under  this  Act  is  attached  to 
this  Report. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  BACKTi.B.  (Lond.) 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
the  Blofield  Rural  District 
Council . 

Acle  , 

Norfolk. 
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